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Broader FBI Data Links Considered

ACLU Sees Peril in Computer Access for Nume

By Loretta Tofani

Washington Post Staff Wniter

A Justice Department policy
board is considering numerous pro-
posals to expand information avail-
able to local, state and federal law-
enforcement authorities via the FBI
national computer system.

The disclosure by FBI Director
William H. Webster vesterday
promgted the American Civil Lib-
erties Union to awvarn that the pro-

osals. if enacted, would give offi-
cials “a_multipurpose surveillance
svstem, tracking svstem and intel-

figence system.” : .

The system—the National Crime
Information Center (NCIC)—is cur-
rently available to 62,000 law-en-

- forcement agencies and includes
! files on missing persons, Canadian
fugitives and stolen cars as well as
an Interstate ldentification Index.-
Police can use the latter file to de--

termine whether a person stopped _

for a traffic violation or otherwise
under suspicion has been named in
. an arrest warrant elsewhere.
. Last month the Justice Depart-
. ment said
. panding the system to include an
“Economic Crime Index"—a file on
persons under investigation for
white-collar crimes. - .~ o
* Yesterday, in a letter responding
" to inquiries by Rep. Don Edwards’
i (D-Calif.), chairman of the subcom-.
+ mittee on civil and- constitutional
:kii'ights,' Webster said the'"policyl

e

it was considering ex- -

WIL .
... disclosure brings warning

‘ board might first conduct 2 “pilot.

study” of that index—furnishing the
information to 11 field offices of the
FBI and certain federal agencies—
to determine the feasibility of add-
ing it to the system.

Webster also disclosed.in the let-
ter to Edwards that the policy board
was thinking about adding informa-
tion to the Interstate Identification
Index, including the names of pa-
rolees, of more. than 200,000 fugi-
tives and of persons in the federal
witness security program. -

In addition, law-enforcement au-
- thorities would be given a special

rous Law Agencies

warning whenever they were deal-
ing with someone arrested for a
firearms offense or a violent crime.
Webster said the board also was
considering a proposal, to inform
probation or parole authorities
when police inquire about a person
on probation or parole, and board
subcommittees were considering
proposals to notify “appropriate au-
thorities” when police make inqui-
ries about persons on work release
or awaiting sentence. . :
‘Farther, he said, the board may
expand the file on Canadian fugi-
tives to include fugitives from other
countries with extradition treaties
with the United States. :
Jerry Berman, an ACLU lawver

an& a memSer of the NCIC BOSICY

board's evaluation commitlee, said
the proposals, if enacted, would
“turn_a svstem that was repre-
sented to the public as a svstem for

. the exchange of gublic-regord ar-
- yest information between 1

states.
into 2 _multipurpose surveillance
system, tracking svstem, and intel-
ligence svstem. using soghisticated
modern technology but also non-
public-recora in?ormation."

Berman said the proposals raised
“significant civil liberties and pri-
vacy issues” 2nd never came to the
attention of the evaluation commit-

tee.

The 30-member policy board is
composed of law-enforcement of-
ficials as well as Justice Department
attorneys and FBI agents.
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